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President’s Message
It’s an honor to be President of the
Docent Council, to lead such a dynamic,
smart and generous group. One of the
most difficult tasks of the President is
writing the President’s Message for
Docent Doings. You want to inspire, be
original and say something that’s
relative to what’s happening at the
OCMA. I’m sure other presidents have
felt this way.
As we are offering a training class this
summer, I went through material I’d
saved going back 16 years from my
Docent training. In doing so, I found
papers I’d written about artwork from the
permanent collection, yellow pads filled
with notes I’d later use in putting
together a tour and reams of paper from
continuing education sessions. It was
fun to remember what at least part of my
life was like in those years. A long time
ago and many things have changed.
But what has not changed is the
camaraderie among docents, and the
incredible support shown to one
another, whether it be learning about a
new exhibition or giving constructive
critique of a tour. I’d like to thank Pat
and Bonita for taking time this summer
to work with Cassandra and Lindzy
leading the training class. As in the past
all docents are welcome to attend the
morning lectures. Also, please think

about someone you think would like to
be a docent and let them know about
the class.
As a reminder – all docents whether
touring or not need to update the
Volunteer Risk & Release Form. At this
point only a few responses have been
received. If you need more information
or a form, please contact Lindzy as soon
as possible.
I realize some docents are very hesitant
about touring the upcoming exhibition.
The school tour schedule is very heavily
booked. More docents are desperately
needed. Hopefully after the Continuing
Education session on Monday, April 4th
you will be more comfortable. Please let
Lindzy know as soon as possible if you
can give even one tour during the
exhibition.
Thank you all for the time and effort you
put in as a docent. Know that it is
appreciated by the teachers who bring
students to tour exhibitions, by visitors
to the museum, and most especially by
our partners, the museum staff.
Best,
Joyce Rosenblum
President
Sustaining Docent 2000

Important Dates to Remember

Museum House

4.11.16 – 10:00am
Docent Council General Meeting – Todd
Smith to give update of plans for the
new museum and share information
about upcoming exhibitions.

I know you have all received the
information from the museum regarding
the proposed condominium on the
present site of the museum. Please do
take the time to read the fact sheet. It
will help clear up questions that you
have regarding this project.

4.18.16 – TBD
Field Trip: A Visual Blitz in L.A.
Weisman Collection LA
(Please see Field Trip Calendar emailed
by Merle Tabor Stern for more
information)
5.02.16 – 10:00am
Docent Board Meeting
5.09.16 – 10:00am
Docent Council General Meeting
Program TBD
5.12.16 – TBD
Field Trip: Hilbert Museum
6.06.16 – 10:00am
Old/New Board Meeting
Location TBD
6.13.16 – TBD
End of Year Luncheon
Location TBD

Education Department –
Public Programs
4.15.16 – 7:00pm
Cinema Orange: Eva Hesse
5.13.16 – 7:00pm
Cinema Orange: The Illusionists
6.26.16 – 3:00pm
Art, Food, and Appetite: A Conversation
with Jenni Sorkin and Alison Pearlman
inspired by Marilyn Minter: Pretty Dirty

To me the important information in the
fact sheet is included under the portion
entitled “Condominium Project.” It is
important for everyone to realize that
these 100 “new” units (which were
approved in the city’s General Plan)
aren’t that new and are going to happen
in one place or another in Fashion
Island. I think that the local media has
NOT always made clear that neither the
Greenlight Initiative or Measure Y have
any bearing on the construction of these
units.
At our next General Council Meeting on
Monday, April 11, Todd Smith will be
speaking about Museum House. Please
do come to hear what he has to say and
ask any questions you have regarding
the proposed project.
Patricia Jorgensen
VP Education
Active Docent 2011

In Our Own Backyard: ArtistDocents Show Their Work
We know that several of our docent
colleagues are artists, but rarely do we
have a chance to view their work. Our
March 21 field trip to the studios of Ann
Marie Rousseau and Richard Channin
provided the opportunity for us to
appreciate their talents first hand and to
learn about the techniques they have

developed through years of artistic
practice.

Ann Marie’s line paintings convey
movement and vitality in endless variety.

To visit an artist’s studio is to get an
inside look at the creative process. Ann
Marie’s light-filled workshop, just off 17th
Street in Newport Beach, is filled with
canvases attesting to her experiments
with line as an expressive entity. Her
lines on canvas swoop with unbroken
energy from start to end in a symphony
of variations.
Ann Marie began her career on the East
Coast, earning a BFA from the
Massachusetts College of Art in Boston
and an MFA from Pratt Institute in NYC.
She is the author of a book of photos
and interviews titled, ”Shopping Bag
Ladies: Homeless Women Speak About
Their Lives.” Many of us have seen Ann
Marie’s photographic portraits, but were
not familiar with her paintings. Mary
Ann Mahoney, a former docent, assists
Ann Marie in her studio, where
canvases in various states of completion
line the walls.
In the studio we also saw the wide
variety of material she uses, from
colored pencils and crayons, to paint in
various forms, and even thread. The
colors are generally muted and the lines
unadorned. Ann Marie’s largest
paintings were not in the studio, but are
currently on view at Ruth Bachofner
Gallery in Bergamot Station, through
April 16.
Ann Marie’s work has been shown in
galleries around the world including in
Seoul, Korea, last year. Occasionally, a
potential buyer will commission a
custom version of a piece, perhaps
done horizontally instead of vertically.
The new work is an original creation, but
tailored to the client’s wall space and
color scheme. Whether large or small,

The group split up for lunch on 17th
Street, some going to Mendocino Farms
and others to the outdoor patio at
Plums. A half-hour drive took us to
Richard Channin’s studio at his home in
Fullerton, where the beautiful setting of
trees and gardens set the stage for his
colorful paintings.
Richard, who has a doctorate in painting
from New York University, taught
painting, drawing, art history and design
at the University of Pittsburgh for many
years before moving to Southern
California with his wife, Carol. His work
has been exhibited extensively in the
U.S. and Europe.
In Richard’s work the line is prominent,
but his lines frame geometric shapes
and vivid colors. Painted within the
angular fields of color are smaller
contrasting rectangles and additional
lines cut into the surface of the paint.
This creates texture and a sort of
archeological investigation of the hues
beneath the surface. For this effect,
Richard uses a hand-sized European
tool made to apply grout. Although the
works are abstract, the colors and
textures sometimes suggest landscapes
seen from above or rugged mountains
or even graffiti. The play of texture and

color provide infinite variety within their
repeated compositional forms.
When asked about his influences,
Richard cited Rembrandt and Matisse.
His writing on art has been widely
published in Art News and Art in
America, among other publications.

May Reading Group Selection
The next meeting of the reading group
will take place on Monday, May 2, 2016,
to discuss Keeping An Eye Open, by
Julian Barnes.
The reading list for the 2016-2017 year
is currently being developed and will be
included here once it has been finalized.
For suggestions or inquiries, please
contact Nancy Kiddie
(kiddie@earthlink.net)

A Note of Thanks

Thanks to field trip chair Merle Stern for
arranging this stimulating day. Those
who attended came away with a new
appreciation for the talent and artistic
insight that Ann Marie and Richard
continue to share with OCMA patrons
and with us, their fellow docents.
Barbara De Groot
VP Membership
Active Docent 2004

New Docent Training
This summer, a training class for new
docents will tentatively take place
between June and August. If you know
anyone who is interested in joining,
please get in touch with Lindzy. She will
be sending out materials to share and
advertise the class as soon as they are
ready.

I want to extend a very special thank
you to Anne Marie Rousseau and
Richard Channin for opening their
studios to share their work. It is exciting
to have working artists within the Docent
Council and it was a real privilege to
have them show and share their work
and stories.
Thank you also to Barbara De Groot, for
bringing the wonderful studio art day
back to life through her article.
Best,
Merle Tabor Stern
Field Trip Chair
Sustaining Docent 2003

Upcoming Birthdays
April:
Jane Fowler – 4/4
Shari Fraser – 4/9
Barbara Klein – 4/16
Joyce Rosenblum – 4/25
May:
Robert Butnik – 5/3
Patricia Gibson – 5/13
Dagny Thorgilsdottir – 5/13
Patricia Jorgensen – 5/15
Anita Mishook – 5/26

Call for Contributors
As always, Docent Doings is looking to
increase its offerings of unique, original
content pertaining to the OCMA docent
experience. If you attend a fieldtrip,
view a film during Movie Madness, take
part in book club, or participate in any
other docent activity and are interested
in writing about your experience, we’d
love to hear from you!

Deadline for the next
Docent Doings
Monday, April 25, 2016
Submit all copy to:
desiree.glenn@gmail.com

