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President’s Message
February is a busy month for the Docent
Council. A Nominating Committee is
being formed by our Parliamentarian,
Nancy Kiddie. A Slate of Officers for
2016-2017 will be presented to the full
council at the May meeting. If you have
an interest in serving on the Nominating
Committee or the Docent Council Board,
please let Nancy know. New budget
projections will be calculated so that we
move forward to next year with a good
financial plan.
On Monday, February 8th, Valerie
Greeley, Program Chair, has arranged
for Sofia Gutierrez, a very experienced
museum education to speak to us. It
promises to be a stimulating program.
More of Sofia’s background can be
found further on in Docent Doings.
Merle Stern has planned a field trip for
Monday, February 15th to the San Diego
area. We will see exhibitions of works
by both Ed Ruscha and Robert Irwin.
These trips are always fun a way to
connect with fellow docents outside of
the museum.
The School and tour program is in full
swing until the end of February, then a
break through March, and on April 2nd, a
new exhibition, Marilyn Minter:
Pretty/Dirty will open. During March
there will be a number of Continuing
Education programs. These are not

only for currently touring docents. I
encourage all docents to attend, as it
will give you insight into the upcoming
exhibition.
I hope you will participate in all of these
activities.
Joyce Rosenblum
President
Sustaining Docent 2000

Ekphrastic Poetry Revisited
By popular request, below is Robbie
Nester’s poem from the January 11th
General Council meeting, as well as the
Sandow Birk piece about which it was
written.
“Artist as Diplomat”
After American Mihrab, an installation in
ceramic and wood by Sandow Birk and
Elyse Pignolet
When the ordinary has become too safe,
too stale, we are advised to make it strange,
to look again, and magnify until the edges
blur,
revealing all we’ve missed, beautiful as
bones
beneath the skin, and strangely, as
surprising.
The opposite procedure also sometimes
applies,
when we view the alien via what’s familiar,
until it seems our own. So Birk,

by rendering the strange in a familiar form,
dispels the shadows, showing us
what we already know: the merely human.

Laguna Museum of Art Field
Trip

Masquerading as a doorway in some
faraway
and ancient mosque, a blue and white
ceramic ATM
dispenses currency more suited to our
times.
The ever-seeing camera never looks away.
Blue script flows like a river on a
topographic map,
like veins under the skin. At first,
because of what we think we know,
it seems illegible, but then it gradually
evolves,
just as graffiti scrawled on subway walls
rewards the passenger with gnomic
messages,
this work surprises us with wisdom
from an unexpected source.

Eleven docents spent an art-filled day in
Laguna Beach on January 15. We met
Mark Chamberlain, photographer,
environmental activist, and self-styled
“artivist,” who discussed the exhibit, The
Canyon Project: Artivism, with us.
Mark and his partner, Jerry Burchfield
(1948-2009) worked over 30 years in
sixteen phases on this project. First,
they photographed Laguna Canyon in
daylight, at night, and then when colored
lights “painted the canyon.” Then, they
worked with other media, such as found
objects, otherwise known as trash, and
the construction of an archaeological
tell, or mound, covered with
photographs submitted by others. The
photograph materials lent themselves to
further manipulation; as some faded into
sepia, the outline of animals, people,
and even cars became visible. A march
of some eleven thousand people to save
the canyon from residential
development resulted in the Irvine
Company agreeing to keep the canyon
as a nature preserve. Art can, indeed,
inspire significant political change.

The world’s a text, and this is metaphor,
in its most radical sense, a vehicle for
meaning,
translation, carrying from one medium
to another an ancient message
garbed in newfangled form.

American Mihrab
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After delicious lunches within walking
distance of the museum, we met with
Malcolm Warner, Director of the Laguna
Art Museum, for a tour of David Ligare:
California Classicist. David Ligare’s
paintings follow the classical tradition,
using often bigger-than-life-size
canvases and oils to reframe themes for
contemporary viewers. Odysseus’ wife,
Penelope, sits, looking at the audience,
one foot atop a brick, waiting for her
husband’s return from his voyage. In a
poignant reference to the AIDS
epidemic, Achilles anguishes over the
death of his best friend, brought on by
Achilles’ refusal to join in battle that day.
In other works, luscious white sheets
float in blue sky, evoking the draping on
togas. In revisiting classic painting
style, and themes of myth and legend,
Ligare opens anew our appreciation of
these themes.

Laguna Art Museum Director Malcolm Warner
discussing the work of David Ligare
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Anita Mishook
Continuing Education
Sustaining Docent 2005

Visiting the Irvine Museum

In the late 19th and early 20th
Centuries, how did women painters defy
the convention that their job as keeper
of hearth and home remain intact,
largely forbidding them from painting in
the out-of-doors or appearing in art
shows?
The Irvine Museum’s curator and
director of education Dora James
explained to a group of OCMA docents
some of the tricks women began to use.
From using male-sounding names
(Euphemia Charlton Fortune became
E.C. Fortune), to making a bargain with
one’s husband (Marion and Elmer
Wachtel — she would largely stay with
watercolor so as not to compete with his
oils) were some of the ways out of the
closet of convention that still relegated
women to home and family.

So, how did Marion Wachtel achieve
those white clouds, when there’s
effectively no color white in the
watercolor palette? Curator Dora James
— the show was titled Independent
Visions: Women Artists of California,
1880-1940 — allowed us to get very
close to the painting, to see that the
whitest areas of the clouds, were really
unpainted paper, with subtle shadings of
blue, gray and violet to suggest shading.
Other artists featured in the show that
closed last week: Mabel Alvarez, Elanor
Colburn, Anna Hills, Elsie Payne, Donna
Schuster, Jessie Arms Botke (an
important Art Deco painter). The next
show of artists, opening in February, will
feature *Water* in the environment,
most appropriate, given the fact that
Joan Irvine Smith and her mother
Athalie Clarke are the renowned
founders of Orange County’s Water
Resources Board.
Many thanks to our esteemed field-trip
planner, Merle Stern.
Karen Evarts
Sustaining Docent 1997

A Note of Thanks
I would like to extend a huge thank you
to Anita and Karen for sharing their
wonderful recaps of the Laguna and
Irvine tours. It was a delight to see so
many docents enjoying these artful
days!
Best,
Merle Tabor Stern
Field Trip Chair
Sustaining Docent 2003

Important Dates to Remember
2.1.16 – 10:00am
Docent Council Board Meeting
2.8.16 – 10:00am
Docent Council General Meeting - Talk
from Sofia Gutierrez, Education
Coordinator at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art.
2.15.16 – TBD
Field Trip: Ed Ruscha Then & Now, and
Robert Irwin: Light and Space
Museum of Contemporary Art San
Diego
(Please see Field Trip Calendar emailed
by Merle Tabor Stern for more
information)
2.28.16
Current exhibitions close.
3.7.15 – 10:00am
Docent Council Board Meeting
3.14.16 – 10:00am
Docent Council General Meeting – New
exhibitions briefing with Todd, Alyssa,
and Cassandra. Cassandra will also
discuss in-gallery activity ideas.
3.21.16 – 10:00am & 1:30pm
Field Trip: In Our Own Backyard
Studio visits with docent-artists Ann
Marie Rousseau and Richard Channin.
(Please see Field Trip Calendar emailed
by Merle Tabor Stern for more
information)
3.31.16 – 5:00pm
Weekend and evening docent
preview/walkthrough (with OCMA
security and staff).

4.1.16 – TBD
-TBD - Docent walkthrough with Marilyn
Minter and curators.
-TBD – Opening reception
-7:15pm – Marilyn Minter to speak to
reception guests.
4.2.16 – 11:00
Exhibition opening day
4.3.16 – TBD
Marilyn Minter in conversation with Bill
Arning and Elissa Auther in auditorium.
4.4.16 – 10am
Docent Council Board Meeting and ingallery brainstorming session with
Cassandra.
4.11.16 – 10:0am
Docent Council General Meeting
4.18.16 – TBD
Field Trip: A Visual Blitz in L.A.
Weisman Collection LA
(Please see Field Trip Calendar emailed
by Merle Tabor Stern for more
information)

Education Department – Public
Programs
2.12.16 – 7:00pm
Free Fridays: Cinema Orange – Dark
Progressivism
Dark Progressivism is a riveting inside
look at the Los Angeles history of graffiti
and tattoo art, the street gang’s
influence on these arts, and the social
conditions experienced during a specific
time period. Presented in partnership
with the Newport Beach Film Festival. A
food truck will be onsite for dining
options.

2.21.16 – 2:00pm
R. Luke DuBois Performance
Join us for this extraordinary opportunity
to experience the expansive creative
talents of R. Luke DuBois as her
performs his musical performance
pieces created in collaboration with
acclaimed musicians Lesley Flanigan
and Todd Reynolds. A food truck will be
onsite for dining options.
2.26.16 – 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Free Fridays: Culture Night – Game
Night!
Celebrate the closing of R. Luke
DuBois: Now with American culture
trivia night. A food truck will be onsite
for dining options.
th

February 8 General Council
Meeting Program Notes:
The program for the February 8th
General Docent Council meeting
promises to be enlightening and
informative. Sofia Gutierrez will be
talking about the journey of a museum
educator reflecting on her extensive
experience including working at MOCA,
the Getty, and currently at LACMA.
At her request, she would like an
interactive question and answer period
with our docents following her remarks.
Please join us this coming Monday.
Valerie Greeley
Program Chair
Active Docent 2011

Docent Observations to
Resume
Our Observation Committee will be
contacting docents who are touring to
current exhibition to set up an

appointment to follow their tour (if you
have not been observed in two years).
When we give you the date that two
members of the Observation Committee
will accompany your tour, please allow a
total of 30 minutes post-tour so that the
committee members can debrief the tour
with you.
Recent changes to our touring will be
part of the Observation Rubric that the
committee will use in their observations.
Docents will be able to look at this rubric
prior to the observation.
We also look forward to observing
docents during the spring exhibit.
Joanne Mercer
Observation Chair
Active Docent 2005

Master Tour Calendar:
Please access the Master Tour
Calendar via http://ocmatours.net/
Once on the website, select “Tour
Calendar” in the left-hand menu. After
completing this step, select the
burgundy link labeled “Master Calendar”
(with dates) in the center menu to find
the most current schedule.

Current Exhibition Research
Links
Sandow Birk:
http://www.sandowbirk.com/
http://www.koplindelrio.com/content/san
dow-birk
http://cclarkgallery.com/artists/series/sa
ndow-birk

http://cclarkgallery.com/artists/press/san
dow-birk

March Reading Group Selection

http://www.ppowgallery.com/artist/sando
w-birk/available-work#&panel1-1

The next meeting of the reading group
will take place on Monday, March 7,
2016, to discuss Master Thieves, by
Stephen Kurkjian.

http://www.dantefilm.com/
Luke DuBois:
http://lukedubois.com/
http://www.bitforms.com/artists/dubois
http://engineering.nyu.edu/user/1797
http://www.ringling.org/events/r-lukedubois-now
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/12/arts
/design/r-luke-dubois-mines-data-toreveal-art.html?_r=2
http://www.artspace.com/magazine/inter
views_features/meet_the_artist/luke_du
bois_at_the_ringling-52028
Olga Lah:
http://olgalah.com/home.html

Seeking Photographs from
Docent Activities
The Docent Council is seeking
photographs taken at docent-related
events during the last two years to
augment our history keeping efforts.
Please email any relevant images
(along with the date and title of the
event at which they were taken) to
Docent Council Historian Ann Marie
Rousseau at
amrousseau@mindspring.com

For all of the planned upcoming
selections, please see the entire 20152016 reading list attached.

Upcoming Birthdays
February:
Claudia Christensen – 2/3
Phyllis Mandel – 2/7
Marilyn Gould – 2/12
Lillian Friedlander – 2/16
March:
Tara Rashid – 3/8
Lois Jacobs – 3/25
Edie Levin – 3/25
Jayne Klunder – 3/27
Barbara Roberts – 3/28
Betsy Ginter – 3/31

Call for Contributors
As always, Docent Doings is looking to
increase its offerings of unique, original
content pertaining to the OCMA docent
experience. If you attend a fieldtrip,
view a film during Movie Madness, take
part in book club, or participate in any
other docent activity and are interested
in writing about your experience, we’d
love to hear from you!

Deadline for the next
Docent Doings
Monday, February 29, 2016
Submit all copy to:
desiree.glenn@gmail.com

2015-2016 Reading List

