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President’s Message
Yesterday I went to the movies. I’m
sure you’re asking yourself “is this the
President’s monthly message?” The
film I went to see asks the question
“What is Art?” How do you define it?
And who gets to decide?
The movie is called “The First Monday
in May.” The film dives into the debate
about whether fashion should be viewed
as art. It goes behind the scenes to film
the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s yearly
gala, which benefits the Met’s Costume
Institute. The masterminds of the event
were the Costume Institutes Curator,
Andrew Bolton and the editor in chief of
Vogue, Anna Wintour. It’s an enormous
undertaking that involves hundreds of
people including curators from other
departments at the museum, film
directors and lighting experts. The
Costume Institute’s curators decide on a
theme. Last year’s was “China:
Through the Looking Glass” and the
Asian gallery was completely
transformed to showcase fashion. The
Costume Institute had hundreds of
pieces from their permanent collection
that were displayed among Asian art.
Fashion designers were asked to
contribute piece to be displayed or worn
by celebrities who are invited to the
event. The film shows the kind of work
that goes into the designing and making
of high fashion, and the assembling of

the various pieces that make up the
finished product. Some of the filming
was done in the designers’ workrooms
where you see the very meticulous work
done by skilled seamstresses. When
you see the creativity and the precision
with which these people work it seems
to be no different than the creating of an
artwork.
If you do see the film I hope you will
agree with me that high fashion can be
viewed as art. Let me know. Just as an
aside, the event raised $12.5 million for
the Costume Institute.
There is no formal Council meeting in
June but rather the end of the year
luncheon. Gale Edelberg and Phyllis
Mandel are in the planning stage and
will send an invitation to all Council
members once the particulars have
been decided. I hope to see all of you
as we celebrate another successful
year.
Best,
Joyce Rosenblum
President
Sustaining Docent 2000

Important Dates to Remember
5.09.16 – 10:00am
Docent Council General Meeting
Election of new officers and viewing of
the film “Woman in Gold.”
6.06.16 – 10:30am
Old/New Board Meeting
Gale Edelberg’s home
6.13.16 – TBD
End of Year Luncheon
Location TBD

Education Department –
Public Programs
5.13.16 – 7:00pm
Cinema Orange: The Illusionists
http://www.ocma.net/event/cinema-orangeillusionists

5.15.16 – 2:00pm
We Were Here Artists Talk
Join exhibition curator Alyssa Cordova
in conversation with artists Tom
LaDuke, George Stoll, and Amir Zaki.

estate of Frederick Weisman in the posh
Los Angeles neighborhood of Holmby
Hills, this private collection includes
masterworks by many of the most
celebrated and influential artists of the
past century.
Unlike many other collections, the works
on view are exhibited in the Weismans’
home, everywhere from the living room
and dining area to the pool and even the
bathrooms! Think of walking in the front
door of your home to be greeted by an
iconic Clyfford Still painting. Imagine
what it might be like to live with a
luscious Mark Rothko painting over your
living room sofa or an enormous sky
blue Joe Goode work next to your bed.
Think of the conversations that the
Surrealist artworks in the formal dining
room might inspire. Among the works
on view are many portraits of Frederick
Weisman and his wife. Around the
home, docents also encountered lifelike
and often humorous sculptures of
everyday people by Duane Hanson and
rotund figures by Botero. All of these
and hundreds more works literally fill the
walls and display spaces of the home.

6.26.16 – 3:00pm
Art, Food, and Appetite: A Conversation
with Jenni Sorkin and Alison Pearlman
inspired by Marilyn Minter: Pretty Dirty

Weisman Foundation Field Trip
“I don't think there is anything
that communicates better than art.
It is quicker than language and
clearer than philosophy.”
Frederick R. Weisman

An exquisite collection of 20st century art
awaited docents and their invited guests
on the group’s April 18 tour of the
Frederick R. Weisman Art Foundation
Collection. Housed at the 2.5-acre

When Mr. Weisman ran out of room in
the large 1920’s house, he and his wife
Billie commissioned a contemporary
annex next to it. There docents admired
more works including motorcycles

painted by Keith Haring and an
enormous Donald Judd sculpture. The
group learned that Mr. Weisman felt that
showing art in a home setting made it
more accessible to viewers. It was
certainly easy to imagine how delightful
it would be to be surrounded by such a
collection on a daily basis.

After the tour, docents boarded their bus
and headed to lunch at Earth, Wind and
Flour in Santa Monica. The restaurant
provided the group with a comfortable
setting and a delicious menu, and
everyone enjoyed the chance to reflect
on their tour.
Special thanks to Merle Stern for
organizing such an enjoyable day for the
docents. Everything from the snacks we
enjoyed en route to Los Angeles to the
delicious homemade cookies we
sampled on the way home reflected her
generous spirit and thoughtful planning.
Lynda Wilson
Sustaining Docent 1997

Docents Visit Hilbert Museum

Since Mr. Weisman’s death in 1994, his
wife Billie Milam Weisman, a former art
curator and conservator, has directed
the Foundation. Not only does the
Foundation offer regular tours of the
estate, but it also funds art museums
around the country and loans out works
to museums.

Ten OCMA docents and guests recently
enjoyed a special morning at the Hilbert
Museum of California Art on the
Chapman University Campus. This new
museum features 10% of Mark and
Janet Hilbert's amazing collection of
California Scene paintings: oils,
watercolor, sketches and lithographs of
urban scenes, coastal scenes and
views, rural landscapes and landmark
locations.
A special treat was that our docent was
Mark Hilbert, who shared part of his
amazing collection with us, his favorite
iconic works, and stories of how he
acquired the art. His collection includes
art from all periods of the 20th Century,
but is primarily from the 1930s-1970s.
Many of us have grown up in California
so it was quite special to see the history
of our state revealed in beautiful works
of art.
One thing I took away from the morning
was that many of the works of art were

created by artists that worked in the
movie industry 1930s-1960s - set and
backdrop designers, cartoon animators,
poster painters. These artists created
art when they were between jobs and
have left us with an incredible history of
our state.

appreciation to Lynda Wilson for sharing
such great words about this amazing
collection we were privileged to see
together.
Also, many thanks to Bonnie Fenton for
organizing a lovely day at the Hilbert
Museum, and being able to pull off a
tour with Mr. Hilbert with Mr. Hilbert
himself. And thank you as well to
Joanne Mercer for the wonderful write
up about the day.
Best,
Merle Tabor Stern
Field Trip Chair
Sustaining Docent 2003

New Docent Training
Thanks to Bonnie Fenton who facilitated
this tour and set up our morning with
Mark Hilbert.
Joanne Mercer
Active Docent 2005

Field Trip Memories: 2015-2016
If you have a photo or two from any field
trips you attended, please send to Ann
Marie (amrousseau@mindspring.com)
ASAP so it may be included in the
fabulous scrapbook that she has
artistically put together.
Merle Tabor Stern
Field Trip Chair
Sustaining Docent 2003

A Few Notes of Thanks
April 18th was a delightful day to LA
enjoyed by 20 of us. Kudos to all for
bearing with the unusual heat, both
outside and inside the bus!!! A special

Applications for the next docent class
are due on May 27.

June Reading Group Selection
There will be no meeting of the reading
group on June due to a conflict with the
old/new board spring luncheon.

Upcoming Birthdays
May:
Robert Butnik – 5/3
Patricia Gibson – 5/13
Dagny Thorgilsdottir – 5/13
Patricia Jorgensen – 5/15
Anita Mishook – 5/26
June:
Diane Uehlinger – 6/5
Bette Ross – 6/23
Gale Edelberg – 6/26

Call for Contributors
As always, Docent Doings is looking to
increase its offerings of unique, original
content pertaining to the OCMA docent
experience. If you attend a fieldtrip,
view a film during Movie Madness, take
part in book club, or participate in any
other docent activity and are interested
in writing about your experience, we’d
love to hear from you!

Deadline for the next
Docent Doings
Monday, May 23, 2016
Submit all copy to:
desiree.glenn@gmail.com

