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President’s Message
Let me start by wishing you and your
families a very happy new year, one that
gives you good health and happiness.
The Docent Council is off to a very
exciting and busy start. The Pop Art
Design exhibition and Forms of Identity:
Women Artists in the 90’s has opened to
the public and school tours start next
week. There is a full calendar of school
tours, as well as many private groups
interested in touring through the
museum. Lindzy has emailed the tour
calendar, but if you’ve not received it
you can pick one up in the Docent
Lounge. And if you missed the
Continuing Education program on
Monday, Lindzy filmed and recorded the
session. There were many ideas
presented for theme and many of the
individual pieces were discussed at
length. Anita, Pat, Cassandra, and
Lindzy – thank you for preparing the
program.
On Wednesday, January 11th, Merle is
leading a field trip to Venice. We’ll be
visiting with Laddie John Dill and touring
the Mosaic House. There may still be a
couple of places available on the bus so
if you have an interest contact Merle
immediately.
As you read through Docent Doings
you’ll notice that Sandy Simar will be

calling for a Nominating Committee to
work on next year’s Docent Council
Board. I encourage you to contact her if
you have an interest in being part of this
process. Also, let Sandy know if you
have an interest in serving on the 20172018 Board.
One of our new members has come up
with a terrific suggestion when sending
out emails to Docent Council members.
It would be very helpful if in the Subject
you start by putting “OCMA.” This
would make it much easier to retrieve an
old email, as then all you need do is
search for messages containing
“OCMA.” As I had to look through a
year’s worth of emails to find one old
email, this makes a lot of sense to me.
As always if you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact me
either by email or by telephone.
Best,
Joyce Rosenblum
President

Important Dates to Remember
2.6.17 – 10:00 am
Docent Council Board Meeting
2.13.17 – 10:00 am
Docent Council General Meeting
Viewing of The Beatles “pop art
masterpiece,” Yellow Submarine.

** Please see the attached calendar for
a brief listing of important dates in the
coming year **

Education Department –
Public Programs
1.13.17 – 7:00 pm
Cinema Orange: Neon
http://www.ocma.net/event/cinema-orange-neon

1.27.17 – 6:00 pm
Collin Russell: Nostalgia Incarnate
Collin Russell creates sonic gestures
using recorded and synthesized audio to
create an ambiance that transforms the
listener’s perspective on what sound
should be, and more importantly, what
sound could be. Food truck onsite.
1.29.17 – 11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Museums Free-For-All
Presented by SoCal Museums, more
than 30 museums offering art, cultural
heritage, natural history, and science
will open their doors and invite visitors
free of charge.
2.10.17 – 7:00 pm
Cinema Orange: Strike A Pose
https://www.ocma.net/event/cinema-orangestrike-pose

2.26.17 – 2:00 pm
Cecile Whiting: Pop Goes the 60s
Art historian Cecile Whiting examines
how and why Pop artists incorporated
commercial imagery and techniques into
their artworks, and what impact they had
on pop culture during the 1960s.

2017-2018
Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee to select the
2017-2018 Docent Board slate of
officers will be convened in February
and will meet in March, usually only
once. The committee consists of five
Board members and five general Docent
Council members, with one serving as
an alternate. You can volunteer to
serve on the committee or you can
nominate a fellow docent. Participating
in the process is a good way to get to
know other docents and to have a voice
in next year’s activities.
Sandy Simar

Spring Exhibition Research
Research for the upcoming exhibitions
can be found on ocmatours.net under
“Spring 2017 Research,” or via
http://ocmatours.net/?page_id=1833

Docent Adventures on the
Miracle Mile
On December 8th, a group of intrepid
OCMA docents and friends found its
way to L.A.’s Miracle Mile for a trip
organized by our fearless leader, Merle
Stern. We gathered at the newly
renovated Petersen Automotive
Museum for a tour guided by our
appropriately named docent, Art. Art
took us on a highlight tour through three
floors of the museum where we saw a
wealth of vehicles tied to the themes of
history, industry and art. Art shared his
love of automobiles as well as his
knowledge of Los Angeles history.
Many in our group shared personal
stories of cars they had owned or
wished they had owned. The

extraordinary façade of the building is
worth a visit in itself. We left with many
of us wanting to come back again to
explore more.

After all the excitement of the Petersen,
we were ready for a change of pace and
some Zen time touring the John
McLaughlin exhibition in LACMA’s
Broad Contemporary with our docent
guide, Ann. Again we were fortunate to
be led by a knowledgeable docent who
offered insights into the background and
contributions of this California artist as a
pioneer in minimalism and hard-edged
painting. We also had the opportunity to
observe his paintings while trying out
the chairs by Roy McMakin included in
the show.

Our third stop was in LACMA’s Resnick
Pavilion for the exhibition celebrating 50
years of the innovative and renowned
print workshop Gemini G.E.L. We had
no idea what a treat we had in store
when we met our docent Maurine
Kornfeld! With her keen sense of humor
and considerable knowledge, this 95year-old dynamo helped us to explore
the way artists such as Jasper Johns,
Richard Serra, Robert Rauschenberg
and Roy Lichtenstein collaborated with
Gemini to bring their visions to reality.
Only later, thanks to Bonnie Fenton, did
we learn that Maurine is famous in her
own right as a championship swimmer
who at 90 years old won 5 gold medals
at the 14th FINA World Masters
Championship in Riccione, Italy.
The day ended leaving us feeling
grateful to Merle for, once again, using
her considerable efforts to plan a truly
memorable docent adventure.
Diane Cherniss

Appreciation
(On Display at LACMA’s John McLaughlin
Paintings: Total Abstraction)

If you own a painting and have it on a
wall,
And you don’t look at it very much, it
probably shouldn’t be on the wall.
It may be a perfectly good painting,

But it and you are no longer in
provocative communication.
It may be quite valuable; perhaps you
should sell it,
perhaps to someone who will feel fresh
with it, will understand --though you no longer do --- why you
acquired it in the first place.
No matter how sophisticated and careful
our eye,
this has happened to all of us who
collect art, I imagine.
It has never happened to me with a
painting by John McLaughlin.
I own several of them
and they are “new to me every time I
look at them.”
This clearly has to do with the depth of
accomplishment of the paintings,
the resonances, the refractions, the
complexities residing in the seemingly
simple, the surprises coming from the
inevitabilities.
I suppose what concerns me most about
John McLaughlin
is that he has not yet been understood
and lauded his due.
Many pioneers suffer this, it would
seem. The Peter Halleys of this world,
for example, who owe so much to the
McLaughlins of this world,
go on to absurd celebrity while the
models languish.
There is not enough art history in art
criticism today;
either that or history is circumscribed by
the immediate recent.
No matter: McLaughlin is the father of
so much, and even if he were not,
the cold burning purity of his work is the
point of focus of any wall it graces.
---Edward Albee (1928-2016), 1996

February Reading Group
Selection
The February 6th meeting of the reading
group will discuss At the Existentialist
Café: Freedom, Being and Apricot
Cocktails with…, by Sarah Bakewell.

Upcoming Birthdays
January:
Joanna Jacobs – 1/4
Katherine Jacobs – 1/4
Sandy Simar – 1/5
Lynda Wilson – 1/7
Joanne Mercer – 1/8
Karen Evarts – 1/20
Desiree Glenn – 1/27
February:
Claudia Christensen – 2/3
Phyllis Mandel – 2/7
Marilyn Gould – 2/12
Lillian Friedlander – 2/16
Kathe Katz – 2/17
Jennifer Cardar – 2/29

Call for Contributors
As always, Docent Doings is looking to
increase its offerings of unique, original
content pertaining to the OCMA docent
experience. If you attend a fieldtrip,
view a film during Movie Madness, take
part in book club, or participate in any
other docent activity and are interested
in writing about your experience, we’d
love to hear from you!

Deadline for the next
Docent Doings
Monday, January 30th, 2017
Submit all copy to:
desiree.glenn@gmail.com

OCMA – Docent Council Calendar 2016-2017
January 2017:
3rd – 10:00 am Board Meeting
BC True to Life: 25 Years of Conversations with David Hockney
th
6 – Walk through for exhibition Pop Art Design – 10:00 am
7th – Public Opening for Pop Art Design, January 4 to April 2, 2017
9th – 10:00 am Council Meeting
Continuing Education program in Gallery: Pop Art Design
11th – Field Trip: Venice – California That Is: Mosaic Tile House & Studio Visit with Laddie John Dill
February:
6th – 10:00 am Board Meeting
Form Nominating Committee
BC At the Existentialist Café
13th – Council Meeting
Select additional members for Nominating Committee
22nd – Field Trip Museum of Latin American Art
March:
5th - Family Day at OCMA
6th – 10:00 am Board Meeting
Nominating Committee meets to select Slate of Officers for 2017-2018
th
10 – Field Trip - The Desert: Palm Springs Art Museum & Heather James Gallery
13th – 10:00 am Council Meeting - Briefing for 2017 California Pacific Triennial?
April
2nd – Pop Art and Design exhibition ends
3rd – 10:00 am Board Meeting
Nominating Committee chair presents Slate of Officers for Board approval
10th or 17th – 10:00 am Council Meeting (Passover?)
Approved Slate for 2017-2018 is presented to membership
May:
1st 10:00 am – Board Meeting
Board VP’s & Committee Chairs prepare their final reports (due at June Meeting)
6th - 2017 California – Pacific Triennial exhibition opens (ends September 3, 2017)
8th – 10:00 am Council Meeting
Vote to approve new Board
June:
5th – 10:00 am Old/New Board Meeting
Year End Board reports due from VP’s & Committee Chairs
12th – End of Year Luncheon - date and time to be determined

