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President’s Message
Hopefully, you've all survived "Black
Friday" and certainly don't need an
additional reminder that we're spiraling
into another "gift-giving season." Rather
than repeat that marketing-driven
countdown to the holidays, I'd like to
invite you to think about the priceless
gift each of you so generously gives
through your work with the Docent
Council.
Perhaps you don't often reflect on that
gift and what it means to so many
people, so I'd like to try to bring it into
focus. The picture is one that is very
familiar to all of you. A big yellow bus
looms in OCMA’s parking lot; eager
children press toward the doorway,
anticipating the treasures inside;
docents and chaperones model
composure, camouflaging their own
excitement about the prize that awaits
each expectant visitor.
And the prize is priceless. For many,
this visit is a first-time experience, one
that may awaken interests that would
otherwise remain undiscovered. For all,
OCMA's interactive tours offer an
opportunity to engage (in a non-tech
way) with others, to engage with the art,
to express ideas, and most important to
THINK!
Best of all, this prize is a gift that keeps
on giving. How many times have you
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

wondered if perhaps this visitor's first
tour may be just the seed that grows
into a lifetime of museum experiences?
I’d like to think that your generosity
cultivates an amazing bounty: artists,
donors, docents, and great thinkers, all
contributing to a better community.
Nancy Kiddie
President
Sustaining Docent 1999

Free Sunday Fun at OCMA
I have a five-year-old granddaughter
who abhors ruffles and is the only girl on
her T-ball team. She has asked why
there aren’t more girl superheroes and
dictates stories about a boy named
Kevin who loves basketball.
On November 9th, she and her two
sisters visited OCMA for the third time to
enjoy the many activities of Free
Second Sunday. I already knew
Richard Jackson’s Bad Dog was a hit
with the girls. This time it elicited
remarks about the inadvisability of
eating yellow snow, evidence that even
the youngest viewers connect art to
prior knowledge. This tour for my 3-5
year old audience made a planned stop
at Vija Celmin’s Eraser but it was
Warhol’s Mao that really got their
attention. Everyone had an opinion
about what color they would like their
own face to be painted. Next we visited
the Chris Burden installation and with

technical assist from their birding
grandpa, all three girls were soon
looking through binoculars and
commenting on the layout. After that we
stopped by Charles Ray’s Self-Portrait,
which was greatly admired for tricking
us into thinking it was real. Two grands
ventured into Doug Wheeler’s
installation with me but the T-ball player
decided to wait at the door. I was
curious enough about how my feminist
grandchild might react to Kim Dingle’s
Priss Room Installation to put aside my
worry that it might be too scary for the
girls. They loved it and asked all sorts
of questions about the work. When I
explained that Kim Dingle was not a fan
of frilly dresses, our little T-ball player
nodded in sympathy. The youngest of
our grands noticed that the Prisses were
wearing Mary Janes just like hers. This
led to a conversation about getting to
pick out one’s own shoes, something
they all felt very strongly about.

Left to right: Samantha, Fiona and Alexandra

In addition to our tour, the girls enjoyed
the craft activities the museum provides
for each Second Sunday. We came
away with a big bag of kid centered
projects they loved making with help
from Grandpa and me. We also had the
good fortune to be at the museum to
see a performance by the Southern
Young Tigers, a group of UCI students
who performed a Lion Dance. The girls
were enthralled by the spectacle of the
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

two giant dancing lions and the
musicians who accompanied them,
especially the woman drummer. In fact
they were so impressed that later that
evening, they improvised their own very
loud drum parade around the house.
I am so grateful to Kelly Bishop for all
the planning and work she does for
these monthly events at the museum. I
encourage you to invite your youngest
family members to come to OCMA for
Free Second Sunday fun. It has
become a tradition in our family, one
that we hope is developing the next
generation of museumgoers and maybe
even docents.
Lynda Wilson
VP of Education
Sustaining Docent1997

OCMA’s new Art Education in
Action Tours
This year the education department has
instituted a new tour for college students
– Art Education in Action. This
opportunity offers students an insider’s
perspective of the school tour
programming at the museum by
allowing students studying art and
education to shadow an interactive
gallery tour and the hands-on studio
process. After the program they will
meet with an education staff member to
discuss the museum’s teaching
philosophy.
During the discussion, students have
been intrigued by how open students
are in sharing their ideas and how
insightful and astute their ideas are.
They have been surprised by how the
conversation is mostly carried by the
students and how well the gallery
educators seem to facilitate a flow in the

conversation rather than talk at the
students. They find that the open nature
of both the tours and the studio process
lesson motivates students to participate
in the program, sparking creativity and
leading to a deeper connection the
students have with art.
These tours are a great way to introduce
college students and their professors to
the myriad resources of the museum
and the work we do. These tours foster
relationships with local college
professors and students and expose
them to the role education can play
within an arts organization. Thank you
for allowing these college students to
follow your tour and learn about
OCMA’s approach to learning through
art.
Guidelines:
OCMA’s new Art Education in Action
tours are designed to give college
students a behind-the-scenes look at
education programming at the Orange
County Museum of Art.
Students are given the opportunity to
explore and discuss how the department
plans, produces, and provides
participatory art experiences for
students. The college students shadow
gallery educators during an interactive
gallery tour, taking note of how the
educators interact and engage their
audience. The college students also
watch the studio teacher lead the studio
process, observing the open structure of
the lesson and how students respond
and make art.
Etiquette to follow:
- Students should arrive at 9:50am for
an introduction to the program and to be
split into groups.
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

- Students are asked to be respectful
and discrete so as to not distract the
students or educators.
- During the gallery tour, students must
remain with the group they are assigned
to for the entirety of the tour.
- During the studio process lesson,
students are asked to listen and take
part in the studio processes.
- Cell phones should not be in use
during any part of the program.
- Any student distracting the group in
any way will be asked to step out.
Education Staff

Important Dates to Remember
12.01.14/10:00am
Docent Council Board Meeting
12.04.14/8:00pm
Cinema Orange | Tony DeLap: A
Unique Perspective
6:30 – 8:30pm StuffNIt Burger truck
onsite
8:00pm Film screening in Lyon
Auditorium
Q&A with Tony DeLap and filmmaker to
follow screening.
12.08.14/6:00pm – 8:00pm
Annual Docent Holiday Party
Join fellow docents for a party in
OCMA’s Pavilion to celebrate the
season!
12.14.14/11:00am
Free Second Sunday | Winter Festival
11:00am – 3:00pm Soho Taco Truck
onsite
11:00am – 4:00pm Hands-on art making
11:00am – 5:00pm Free exhibition
admission
Enjoy live performances by students
from the Newport-Mesa Unified School
District.

Docent Kudos
Big thanks to Richard Channin, Barbara
DeGroot, Melanie Gregg, Pat
Jorgensen, Anita Mishook, and Bonita
Stern for offering availability to added
tours. Kudos to Valerie Greeley, Pat
Jorgensen, Nancy Kiddie, and Bonita
Stern for planning a thoroughly delicious
and enjoyable S.A.G.E. Luncheon to
celebrate your docent commitments.

Save the Date
Annual Docent Holiday Party
Monday, December 8, 6:00-8:00pm
Join your fellow docents and the
museum staff in celebrating the holidays
with food, drink and merrymaking in the
OCMA pavilion.

Save the Date
Winter Field Trip
Thursday, January 22, 2015
Please save the date for an amazing
day of behind the scenes access to the
San Diego Museum of Art's Gauguin to
Warhol: 20th Century Icons of the
Albright-Knox Art Gallery and Niki de St.
Phalle's Queen Califia's Magic Circle
Garden in Escondido.

Save the Date
Winter 2015 Movie Madness
In conjunction with OCMA’s Alien She
which examines how the Riot Grrrl
movement helped a new generation
become active feminists and create their
own culture and communities, this
winter’s Movie Madness will explore
stories of girls and women from around
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

the world, most often told from the
perspective of a female director.
All films will be screened on site in the
Lyon Auditorium unless otherwise
indicated. Films screenings will begin at
10:00am and be followed by a
discussion in the Community Room.
01.06.15/Hats Off
01.14.15/Big Eyes**
01.20.15/Miss Representation
01.29.15/Tomboy
02.04.15/The Light in Her Eyes
02.09.15/Wadjda
Please RSVP through this
link: https://ocmatours.wufoo.com/forms/
movie-madness-rsvp/
Only those who RSVP will receive the
research connected with the film and
any further details about the
screening/discussion.
**Big Eyes will be screened in a local
movie theatre and followed by a
discussion at a local cafe/coffee shop.
Details of the Big Eyes screening will be
determined closer to January 2015.
Participants are responsible for the cost
of their film ticket.

Avant-Garde Collection
Research
Research for the Avant-Garde
Collection is available online at:
http://avantgardecollection.wordpress.com

Avant-Garde Collection Previsit
Materials and Lesson Plan
Should you wish to reference them, the
materials provided to teachers prior to
their visit can be found at:
http://avantgardecollection.wordpress.com/o
ther-exhibition-resources/

January Reading Group
Selection
The reading group will not be meeting
during the month of December.
On Looking: Eleven Walks with Expert
Eyes, by Alexandra Horowitz, will be
discussed on Monday, January 5, 2015.

Outside Docent Activities
Sustaining Docent Marilyn Gould has
just published her latest historical novel,
Son of a Son.

“Son of a Son is about Meyer, a thirteen
year old who is forced to leave AustriaHungary to sail alone to America to
settle and pave the way for his parents
to join him. The narrative, from 1890
and the Belle Époque to 1967 and the
Age of Aquarius, is told by Meyer to his
filmmaker grandson who is producing a
documentary to be shown on Meyer’s
ninetieth birthday. Each chapter begins
with a description of what is going on in
the world at that time – pogroms, antiSemitism, the industrial revolution, the
golden years, women’s suffrage,
prohibition, the roaring twenties, the
great depression, WWI, WWII, the
dropping of the atom bomb – which
gives a thumbnail sketch of each era in
history that has influenced today's world
of electronics, computers, same sex
marriages, nuclear power, extreme
wealth, and worldwide poverty.”

Upcoming Birthdays
December:
Kelly Bishop – 12/12
Diane Cherniss – 12/16
Jenni Stenson – 12/23
January:
Michael Marcus – 1/3
Katherine Jacobs – 1/4
Sandy Simar – 1/5
Lynda Wilson – 1/7
Joann Mercer – 1/8
Susana Schwartz – 1/19
Karen Evarts – 1/20
Elizabeth Basile – 1/21
Desiree Glenn – 1/27

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Call for Contributors
Docent Doings is looking to increase its
offerings of unique, original content
pertaining to the OCMA docent
experience. If you attend a fieldtrip,
view a film during Movie Madness, take
part in book club, or participate in any
other docent activity and are interested
in writing about your experience, we’d
love to hear from you! For details
please email Desiree Glenn at
desiree.glenn@gmail.com

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Deadline for the next
Docent Doings
Monday, December 29, 2014
Submit all copy to:
desiree.glenn@gmail.com	
  

